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Robert Louls Stevenson Takes
Up a House Upon the Island
of Fakarava.

COULDN'T FIND THE OWNER

Several Posed as Proprielers, bul
Weuldn't Acoept the Reat

A FAMILY THROWK INTO YHE BEA,

The Pather @ot Tired of Swimming, but
the Mother Was Braver,

KATIVES AT THRIE CEURCR BBEYICES

FRITTEN FOR YEN BIEFAYON.)
Letter No. 10,
EVER populous, it
was yel by = chapter
of mocidents that I
found the island of
#F::Fakunn so deserted;
that o sound of human

) life diversified the
X _‘,’___hnnrs: that we walked

F A3 in that trim public
gardea of a town,
among closed houses,
without even = lodging
biil in & window to prove some tenantey in
the back guarters, and when we visited the
Government bungalow, that Mr, Donat,
scting Vice Besident, greeted gs slone and
enteriained us with cocoannt punches in the
Bessions Hall sand seat of judgment of that
widespread srchipslago, our glasses stand-
ing arrayed with summonses and census
returas,

The unpopularity of a late Vice Resident
bad begun the movement of excdus, bis
native employss demitting ecourt appoint-
ments and retiring each to his own cocon
patch in the ecoentrie districts of the fale.
Upon the back of that, the Governor in
Papecte wsued s decree: All land im the
Psumotius must be defined and registered,
or, &t least, reclamatiom entered, by = cor-
taln date.

Don't Btick to a Single Atoll’

Neow, the folk of the archipelaro are half
pomadic; s man can soarce be said to belong
to a particular stoll—he belongs to several,
perbaps bolds astake and counts cousinship
in half & score; and the inhabitants of Ro-
toava in particular, man, woman and child,
sud from the gendarma to the Mermen
prophe: sud the schoolmaster, owned—I was
golog to say land—owned st least coral
biocks and growing gooon palms in some ad-
jacent Isle. Thither—from the gendarme to
the babe {o arme, the pastor followed by his
flock, the sehoolmanter carrying along with
bim bis scholars, and the scholars with
their books snd sletes—they had taken ship
some two daya previous to ourwmrrival, and
were all now engaeed disputing boundaries.

Favey overhears the shrillness of their
disputaticn mingle with the surfl and seatter
ses fowl It wus sdmirable to observe the
completeness of their Sight, like thet of
hibernating birds; mething left but egpty
houses, old merts to be recccupied in
spring; and even the hsrmless necemsary
domiucie borne with them in their transmi-
pration, Fifty odd set out, and only seven,
I was informed, remained. Buot whea 1
made & feast on board the Casco, more than
seven, and nearer seven times seven, ap-
pearsd to be my guests. Whenee they ap-
peared, bow they were summoned, whither
they vanished when the femst was eaten, 1
have po guess. dn view of low isiand tales,
eod that awiul frequentation which makes
men avoid the seaward beaches of an atoll,
svme two-soore of those that ate with us may
kave returned, for the eccasion, from the
kiogdom of the dead.

Conciuded to Live in the Town.

It was this solitnde that put it in ocur
minds to bire s house and become, for the
time being, indwellers of the iale—a prac-
tice I have ever siuce, when it was possible,
sdbered ts. Mr. Donat placed un, with
thet intent, under the convoy of one Taniera
Mshioui, who cumulated the incongruons
charseters of eatechist mand couviet. The
¢ moy smile, but T affirm he was well
qualified for either part. For that of eon-

vict, first of all, by a good anbstautial fel-
ny, such ag in all Jands casts the perpetrs-

n ehaiug and dungeons. Taniera was a
wan of birth—the chie! awhile ago, an he
loved ta teil, of a “sierd™ or distriet in
Anaa of S0 souls Henece the trouble
spranc; for in sa evil hour it oecurred to

the nuthorities to Papeete to churge the
ebiel with the coliection of thataxes Jtis
s guestion if much were collected; it is cer-
tuin that pothing was handed on; and Tan-
lera, who had distinguished himself by a
visit 10 Puapeete and some high living in
re<taurants, wak chosen for the scapegoat.
The reader mu«w understana that not Tan-
lera, but the sutborities fn Papeete were the
first in fault. The charge imposed was dis-
woportioned. 1 have not yet heard of say
clynesisn capable of such & burden; hon-
est and upright Hawaiinns—one in particu-
lur, who was ndmired even by the whites as
ao inflexible magistrate—bave stumbled in
the oarrow path of the trustee. And Tan-
fera, when the pioch eame, scorned to de.
nounee accomplioes; others had shared the
spoil, he bore the penalty alone,, He was

condemped in five vesrs,
¥ery Happy to De s Conviet
The period, whea I had the plessare of
Lis iriendship, was not yet expiced; he still

drew his prison rations, the sole and not un-
welcome reminder of his chaina, and, I be-
lieve, looked forward to the date of his en-
franchisement with mere alarm. For he
had po sense of shame in the position; eom-
platned of nothing but the defective table
of his place of exile; regretted nothing but
the fowls and eges and fish of his own more
favored islund. Aopd as for bhis panshioo-
ers thev did not think one hair the less of
bim. A school boy, muleted in 10,000 lines
ol Greek, and dwelling sequestered In the
iormitories, enjoys uoabated consideration
from his fellows. 8o with ‘Taniera—a
warked msn, sot s dishonored; having
tellen under the lash of the usnthinkabie
gotls; & Job, perhaps, or say & Taniers in u
den of lions, Bongs are likely muade and
suig sbout this ssintly Robin Hood.

Un the other hand, he was highly quali-
Bed for Lis office in the ehurch, being by na-
ture & grave, ponsiderste and kindly mwan;
his fuce rugred and serious, Lissmile oright;
Lhe waslor
of boats und homses; endowed with & fine
pulpit voioe; endowed besides with such o
gift of eloguence that st the grave of the
late Chief of Fukarava be set il the assist-
suis weeping. I never mets man of & mind
more ecolesisstioal; he loved to dispute and
to inform bimsal! of doetrine and the history
of sects, snd when I showed him the cuts ia
& volume of Chambers’ Cyclopedis—except
for ouc of an ape—be reserve:d his whole eo-
thusinnm tor eardinuls’ hats, conters, eandle-
siicks und enthedrals. Metbonpht when he
Jooked upon the enrdiual’s hat a voice sasd
low in hiz ear: “Your foot ison the lad-
der.”

The Best the Town Afforded, ~

Under the guidasce of Taniera we were
soon installed f:ﬂul I believe to have been
the best appointed private house iz Fakas-
rave. It wes of one story, verandaed in

nf several trades, « builder both |

eolored photogra a pair of eolored printa
after Wilkie -ushhuhmdr. and a French
lithograph. Under the stilts of the house &
stove was rusting, till we drew it forth and
Ent it in commission. Not far off was the
arrow in the coral whence we supplied our-
selves with brackish water. There was live
stock, besides, on the estale—cocks and hens
and a brace of ill-regulated ents, whom Tan-
iera came every morning to feed on grated
cocoannut. His volce was our regular re-
vellle, ringing pleasantly about the garden:
*Pooty—poot1—poo—poo—pool”

Every moruing, s¢ soon as be had fed the
fowls, Mahinui set the bell sgog in the
smsll belfry; and the faithful, who were not
very pumerons, gathered to prayers. 1 was
onoe present, it was the Lord'sday, and
seven females and eight males composed the
con, on, A womsn playsd precentor,
starting. with a longish pote; the ecatechist
joined in upon the seoond bar, snd then the
faithiul in a body. BSome had printed
hrmn books which they followed; some of
the rest filled up with “‘eh—eb—eh,"” the
Paumotuan fol-de-rol. After the hymn, we
%ad an aotiphonal prayer or two; and then
Taniera rose from the frout bench, where he
had been wmitting in his oatechist’s robes,
passed within the altar rails, opened his
Tahitian Bible, and began to presch from
motes I understood ome word—the name
of God; but the preacher mansged his voice
with taste, used raceand expressive gestures
snd made a strong impression of sincerity.

Both Catholio and Protestant.

The plain serviee, the vernacular Bible,
the hymn tuned mostly on sa Baglish pat-
tero—""God Bave the Queen,” I was in-
formed, a special favorite—all save some
paper fiowers upon the altar, seemed not
merely, but austerely Protestant, It is thus
the Jnl.hohel bave met their low island
proselytes balf way. I should mot forget,

It wasabout 5 at night and efter nine
hours’ swimming that Frauneois and his wife
reached land at Rotoava. The gallant fight
was won, and instantly the more ohildis
side of native character appesra. They bad
supped, and told mod retold their story,
dripplog as t came; the flesh of the
woman, whom Steventon belped to
shift, was cold as stone; and Franeois, hav-
ing chaoged to a dry cotton shirt and
trousers, passed the remainder of thc even-
ing on my floor and between open doorways,
ina thorough draught. Yet Fraucois, Lhe
son of a French father, speaks exceilent
French himsell and seems intelligent.

A Very Romarkable Landlord.

It was our first idea that the ostechist,
true to his evangelioal voestion, was cloth-
ing the naked from his superfinity, Thea
it came ont that Frandois was but dealing
with his own. The clothes were his, 5o was
the chest, so was the house. Fraucois was
io fact the landlord, ¥Yet you observe he
had hung back on the veranda while Tauntera
tried his ‘prentice hand upon the Jocks; and
even now, when his true character appeared,
the only use he made of the estate was to
leave the clothes of his family drying on
the fence. Taniers waustill the friend of
the house, still fed the poaltry, still came
nbout us on his daily visits, Francois, dur-
ing the remainder of his stay, holding bash-
fully alool.

And there was stranger matter, BSince
Francois had lost the whole load of his cut-
ter, the half ton of copra, am ax, bowls,
kaives and clothes—since be had in a man-
ner to begrin the world sgdin, and his neces-
sary flour was not yet bought or paid for—I
proposed to advance him what he needed on
the rent. To my enduring amssement he
refussd, and the resson he gave—if that can
be calied reason which but darkens counsel
—wan that Taniera was his friend. His

H.t? €~z

NATIVE OCHILDEEN OF THE TOKALAU GROUP,

however, that the least ornate perviceat
which I was ever present shook the chapel
vault of Our Lady of the Snows among the
hills of the Vivarais—a distaat reminis-
cense,

'I‘nhiienxhld the keya of ninr }n&n, it w?;
with him my bargsain at con
be ealled & min !in which all was res
mitted to my generosity; it was he who fed
the eats and poultry, be who came to vall
and pick a meal with us like an acknowi-
edged friend; snd we long fondly supposed
he was our landiord. This beliel was not to
besr the acids of experience; and, as my
chapter has to relate, no certainty suoceeded

it
We passed some days of airless quiet and
grest beoat; shell - were n:ued from
the beach, where snostroke waited
thehigheet

motionless,
that of the seaon the far side. At last
sbout 4 of & ocertain afternoon, long osts-
paws flawed the fsce of the lagoon; snd
presently in the treetops there awoke the
grateful bustie of the trades, and all the
bouses and alleys of the island were fanned
out. To more one¢ enchanted ship, that
had lsin long beealmed in view of the green
shore, the wind brought deliverance; sad by
daylight on the morrow a schooner and two
cutters lay moored in the port of Eotoswa,
Not only in the outside seas, but in the

friend yon observe] not his ereditor. I fuv-
uired into that snd was assured that
aniera, an exile in s «strange isle, might
possibly be in debt himself, but certainly
was no man's erealtor,
She Hud the*Alr of the Mistress.

Very early one morning we were awak-
ened by & bustling presence jn the yard,
and found our ceump had been surprised by
a tall, lean old lady, dressed in what were
obviously widow’s weeds, You counld see at
a glance she wans a notable woman—a house-
wife, sternly practical, alive with energy
and with fine possibilities of umr.r. Indee
there was nothing native about her but the
skin; snd toe typeabounds and is every-
whi respected, nearer home. It did us

to see her seour the gro examin-
ing the plamts and chickens; watering, feed-
ing, trim 2
l?k"o v#hl. en ¥he
house our sytapathy abated; when she came
to the broken enest I wished I were else-
where. We had scarce a word in common;
but ber whole lean body spoke for ber with
pulgnnl. eloguence.

*"My chest [ it eried, with & stress en the
possessive, “My chest—brdken open | This
iz a fine state of things "

I hastened to lay the blames where it le-
longed—on cois and his wife—and
found I had e things worse instead of
better, BShe repested the names gt first with

FISHERWOMEX AXD THEIR BOAT.

lagoon itself, a cortain traffic woke with the
reviviog breese; and among the rest one
F rancois, & half blood, set sail with the first
light in his own half-decked cutter. He
had held before s conrt appointment; being,
'I believe, the residedey sweeper-out
Trouble arising with the unpopular Viee
Resident, he had thrown honors gown,
snd fied to the far parts of the atoli to plant
cabbages—or at least cocos palms, Thence
be was now driven by such need as even &
Cincinnatus must wledge, and fared
for the capital city, the seat of hif Iste fune-
ticrs, to exchange half n ton of eopra for
necessury flour. And here, for & while, the |
story leaves 10 tell of his voyaging,

Li must tell fustead of onr house, where,
toward 7 at night, the eatechist came sud-
dealy in with his pleased sir of being wel-
come; nrmed bemdes with s eonsiderable
bunch of keys, Theso he procseded to try on
s et e e e

again £ o ers
sppeared in the doorway amd volunteered
suggestions, All invain, Either they were
the wrong keva or the wropg boxes, or the
wrong wan was trying them. For a while
Taniera fumed nnd fretted; then had re-
course to the more summary method of the
latehet; one of the ehests was broken open,
and an arminl of clothing, male snd lemale.
baled out and handed w the strangers on the

These were Francois, his wifs snd their
rhilt. a.hon;':. in the -‘l-ﬂcﬂh*
goon, the cutter bad oapsised !

righiad, snd thomgh she wes

still full of water, put the child on hosard,
The maineail was carried away, but the jib
still drew her sluggishly along, and Fran-
eois and the woman «wate sstern and worked
the rudder with their hands, Theveold vu‘
cruel; the fatigue, as time weat op, becAme
exoessive; and in that preserve of

s v, e o T
gone A

sa amphibious rece, him
with sheerful Iam of a
woman of Huwaii swam with ber hus

.mor, I duly

incredulity, then with despair. Awhileshe

seemed stunved, next fell to disemboweling

the box, piling the goods on the floor, and

visibly computing the extent of Fraooois’

rlmui “l? tmnt { nﬂig ';h.i was ob-
n by L] w anie who

seomod to Imfg mpfc::lih one umrv.'-d.
Paid the REent to Tanlern.

Hare, then, all known marks, should

be. my hldlﬂy st last; here was every

of the proprietor fully developed.

Should ¥ not approach her on the still de-

pendiog question of my rent? I earried the
point to an adviser,

“Noosense]” he erled, "That's the old
woman, the mother. It doesn't belong to
her. I believe that's the man the house be-
longs to,"” and he pointed to ons of the ool-
ol nhol:ﬁr?a! on the wall, Oan this I
gave u esire of understanding; snd
oo e, o prdiped e e o

gmen e with
the awful.countensnce of &:I aot Gover-
d my rent to Taniera, He
wis satisfied, and so was I. But what had
he to do with it? M. Donat, .scting magis-
trate and a man of kindr blood, eoula
throw no light upon the mystery; s plsin

privat ith a taste for | .
ot b‘i.cxm t: ’do .mm s
: Ropeer Lovis BTEVENSON,

A JOKE FROM A PUG
Fitsimmons Gets Off Some Fan af the Ex-
pense of the King.

New Terk Morning Journal.]

When Bob Fitssimmons, the great middle-
weight, was in the city lsst be was saked by
an admirer if be found any special benefit in

hj“’\’ .2':::2‘:!: smiling Bob, "A

ed, e : Iat

I-d* vever be in ML'!.‘ pestl
“How's that?"

“‘"'Y.' he ean m"hmh
Thea Bob had to '
i} pey for the lamonade for

The People of Maryland Awake to
the Necessity of Action.

STARTLING FIGURES OX THE BEDS.

Opinfon in Faver of Puiting the Industry
In Private ﬂlllil.

THE NAVI PRACTICALLY USELESS

{ CORRESFONDENCE OF THE DIAPATOR)

Bavrrwonre, April 24.—The oyster scason
is over, and compared with previous years
the result is & pronounced failure, for not
only has the yield materially deoreased, but
the quality has also suffered, and, judging
from the present ontlook, the day seems not
far distant when Maryland's oyster indusiry,
which is perhaps the principal one in the
State, shall have been ruined, or at least re-
doced to imsignificant proportions. The
people are now more than ever confronted
by the necessity of securing such legislation
as will effectually protect the oyster fiom
the ruthless pirscy of dredgers who know
0o law and whose band is not even stayed
by the knowledge that there must come &
day when their oecupation will be go

Pittsburg, Chicago, Bt Louis, snd, In
faot, all the Western cities are almost en-
tirely dependent upon the supply from here
and Maryland oysters are preferred toall
others on account of their rich flavor.
Dredgers have for years persistently com-
bated the sssertion that the oyster beds
could be depleted, But there has been a
steady decrease in the yield for a number of
years, which has already ereatly affected
the busiuess and has caused Baltimore pack-
ing houses to transfer their operations to
North Carolisaand to New Orleans. North
Carolina particulsriy has p by the
Isxity of Maryland laws, combined with in-
ability to enforce those Lhat are on the stut-
ute books.
“ Recommendsation of a Commission

The oyster question has been prominently
before the public for a' number of years, and
as early ms 1882 it so engrossed the astention
of those interested that pressure was brought
to bear upon the Legislature to appointa
commission, consisting of Prolessor Brooks,
an eminent solentist of the Jobns Hopkins
Uuniversity; Ciptain James J, Waddell, the

lonel William Heary Legg, s law-
yer. Professor Brooks recommended that
the beds be-leased to. private 1ndividuals,
the State to guarantes thew such protection
in their rights as it eould, Captain Wad-
dell concurred in the recommendation; not
#o Colonel Legy. While spparently doing
85 1o a general way, he dissented irom the
conclusions of the majority as to the prob-
able speedy exhsustion of the oyster beds
under the system of dredging snd tonging
then and still in vogue,

But an_examination of the Chesapeake
ovster beds made by Lieutenant Winslow,
of the United States Navy, in 1878 and 1879,
in compsarison with that made by Prof.
Brooks in 1882-3, demonstratesthat in three
years the beds examined had lost 35 per
cent, more than one-third their value, and
that where in 1878-9-there was one oyster on
an average to 23§ square yards of bed, in
1862-3, there but ene oyster to each 41
square yards of the same beds. Bince 1853
the exbaustion and depletion of the oyster
beds has steadily continued, until the close
of ::- season of 1891 finds all classes inter-
ested in the oysier indusfry and in the pres-
ervation of the bivalve that the sup-
ply is rapidly diminishing, and that there
is great need of additional legisletion to

prevent total deple
by g Havo Been. P
" Ia the report of Prof. Brooks and his col-
leagues to the Legislature in 1884 it was
shown by a eareful comparison with the re-
sults in Ststes where oyster larming has
been introduced and encow that the
ster grounds of Maryland, yielding only
10,000,000 bushels anaually, were eapable of
vielding without iojury 500,000,000 bushels
a vear, and of furnishin; lnpllgmtnl to
500,000 people instead of 50,000, nder the
present system the 640,000 sores ol oyster
unds yield the State $60,000 s year, be-
sides abont $10,000 to the sghool rund.
Rbode Island, from 1,100 acres of ovster
ground, none of which is as vuluable as that
of the Chesapeake Bay,in 1884 derived a
revenue (from rents, ete.) of §11,000, Upon
the same bagis the oyster ground, properiy
developed, should yield the Btate anoually
over $6,000,000, or more than enough to pay
all the expenses of the Btate Governmen
interest on the publie debt included, an
dispense with the necessity of any Biate tax
whatever.

Awto the remedy for the existing state of
affuirs, opinions differ widely, No olass of
oystermen seems willing to sacritice even the
slightest temporary advaotage, and legisla-
tiou bas therelore been an eggregions blun-
der from the very firsl. As everyone knows
oystars are caught in two ways—by weansef
the dredge and with tongs. The dredge fs a
large scoop composed of ehain work snd is
raised by means of & windlass on board the
boat. A bushel or more of oysters s thus
brought up &t one time. But by this means

baul than are‘canght, The heavy dredge
erushes the young oysters and drives many
into the solt mud of the river bottom where
they perish.

Iu order to protect the residents of the
connties in their rights it became necessary
to establish the oyster pavy io 1867. There
are now two steamers, six schooners and
eight sloops. The steamers have erews of
12 men, and the sloops and schooners, on an
average, balf that number.

The Navy Doesn't Proteok .

But to auyone who has observed events it
bas long since become spparent that the
navy is totally inadequate to enforce the
oysier lawa ¢ commnoders of the var-
ious boats are Mually taken from the coun-
tries which border on their distriets and are
loth to resort Lo sirict messures to stop dep-
redations for fear of being ostracised in their
uwn community. One method by which
piratical dredges have been enabled to
operate in spite of police surveillanes was to
siation & boat at each end of a certain dis-
trict. This boat would sigoal the approach
of the police vessel and llu]dndgu would
have then withdrawn to a place within ‘the
limits assigued to them. The sentry boats
were given a share of the catoh. But fre-
quently such precautions were not laken
and as mna{ of the oyster boats were fleeter
than the polica boats they would run away,
nothiug daunted by & shot or two

aoross the bowa,
Aside from the culling law noth-
ing has lntely @ to protect the oys-

ter, The sentiment in favor of private own-

ership bas gradually been gaining favor
among thin! mzlc. A mass meeting
wan beld recently at Which the sitnation was

discussed and ﬂ{o conelusion was resched
that the leasing of the bads was the only
remedy. The meeting wasattended by some
of the forcmost men of the State, Of course
this does not suit the dredger. The season
now is from October 1 to April ﬁi The

o] to the lessing of the beds
will also & mass which is teo
take April 80, who are
thoroughly informed on the bow-
ever, pred Prof, Brooks' resommenda-
tions will ultimately and assert that

if they should nnh
o{lurin:hutry in inevitable, and the tin-
R:te hms:cn [ inﬁmly unlue:ﬂ with
greatly damaged. Marylan .
unlike {h Connectiout and New ngrk
he entirely g
that teed on

lhc‘&:mmnndar of the Btate oyster navy, |
and

more oysters are irequently destroyed in one ¢

QOHAPTER XXIL

“It in of no use to resist,” wmid the Wan-
derer, quietly. **We are too strong for
you.”

Eafks pald nothing, but h% bloodshot
eyes glared up angrily at the tall men's
face,

*“He looks dangerous, and he still hasthat
thidg in bis hand,” said Keyork Abrabian.
“T think T will give him ether at once while
the Individoal holds him, Perhaps you
oonld do it?"*

“¥You will do nethisg of the kind,” the
Wanderar answered,
are, Keyork!” he added, contemptuoumaly,

Going to Kafka's side, he took him by the
wrist of the hand which held the kuife.
But Kafkas still clutched it firmly.

““You had better give it up," he sald,

Kafks shook his head aogrily and set his
teeth, but the Wanderar unolasped the fingers
by quiet foroe and took the weapon away.
He banded it to Eeyork, who breathed o
sigh of relief ss he looked st it, amiling at
last, and bolding his head on one side,

“To think,” he sollloquized, “that sn inch
of such pretty stuff as Damasous steel,in the
right place, can draw the sharp line betweon
time and eternity!” ;

He put the knife tenderly away in the
besom of his fur coat. His whole manner
changed and he came forward with his
usual, almost jannty step.

“And now thst you are quite harmless,
my dear friend,"” be said, addressing Tsrael
Eafka, T hope to make you see the folly
of your ways. Isupposs you know that you
are quite mad, and that the proper place for
you is & lunatie ssylom.™

The Wanderer Iaid h1s hand heavily upen
Keyork’s shoulder,

“Remember what I told you,” he mid
sternly. “Ha will bs reasonable new.
Make your fellow nnderstand that he is te
letlg:‘go.'; t the deor first,” satd Keyork,

- r shul the 51
suiting the sction to the word nd”gu
coming back.

“Make haste ' sald the Wanderer wiith
impatience, ‘“The man la i1], whether he is
mad or mot.™*

Released at last from the Individual's
fron gripy Iarsel Kafka lbgﬁeud a lutle,
The Wanderer took him kindly by the ugm,
sapportiog his steps and leading him to s
seat. Kalka glanced suspiciously at him
and at the other tw
make any {arther ¢

but seemed unable to
sod sank back with

*What a cowsrd you |.

A FANTASTIC TALE, INTRODUCING HYPNOTIC THEORIES.

THE DIEPATOR

BY F. MARION CRAWFORD,
Auther of “Mr. Tsaacs,” *Dr. Claudius,” “4 Roman Singer,” and
Many Other Stories That Have Taken Rank as '
Standard Literature.

[ n. Hisfaos grew pale and hiseye
lids Gt:{ooned :

- some wine—something fo restore
him,” the Wanderer said,

Keyork looked at the Moravian eritically
for & moment.

"Yes," ho asserted, “he 1s more exhausted
than I thought. He is not very dangerrua

needed. The lodividual retired to & d s
tance snd stood looking ‘en with fold.d
arma.
“Do you hear me 7** asked the Wanderer,
;nuk;::.g gently, Do you understand what
o >

¥y

Israel Kafica nodded, but said nothing,

"You are very ill. This foolish iden that
hos possessed you this evening comes from
your illoesa. Will you away quistly
with me, and make no stanoce, sothat I
may tuke care of you?"

This time there was not even & mevement
of the head. ki

“"This is merely a passiog,”” the Wanderer
oontinued, in & tone of quiet enconragement,
“You have been feverish and excited, and I
dare say jou have besn too much alone of
late. If vou will come with me, I will take
care of yop and see that all is well.”

“I told you that I would kill her, and I
Elll;{' said Israel Kafks, faintly, but dis

nekly,

“You will not kill her,” answered his

compsnion, "I will prévent you from at-
tmplln{ it, and a3 s00n as you are you
will see the absardity.of the idea”

Israel Kafka made an impatient E‘h
feeble, but sufficiently expressive, n m
at once his limbs relaxed, and his head fall
forward upon his bresst. The Wanderer
started to his feet and moved him inte &
more comiortable position. There wers one
or two quickly drawn breaths and- the
bresthing ceased altogesher., At that
moment Keyork returned, earrying a bottle
of wine and a glass.

*It is too late," mald the Wanderer,
gravely. “Israel Kafka is dead,”

“Deadl” exolaimed Keyork, setting dewn
what he had in his bands and hastening
to examine the nafortunate man’s face mnd
o_nl.h ;d“l‘hlo Individual squeezed him a little
too bard, I suppose,” he added, spplyio
his ear to tha reglon of the heart, l:; l!”'!
ing his head about a littls as he did so.

*I hate men who make statements abont
things they do not understand,” he said
vitionaly, looking up as he spoke, but with-
out any expression of satisfaction. *‘He is
no more dead than you sre—the greater
;il | It would have béen so convenient.

t is nothing but a slight syncope—probably
the result of poorness of bl and an over-

excited stats of the nmerveus Hel
me to lay him on his back. Qu onght t:

now.” Then ba went in search of what w: g I

us he helped Eeyork to maxe nsvessary

Arrangements.
“How long will it last?*" he inauired.
“How ean I tell?" returned
sharply. “Have you never heard of & syn-
eo Do you know mothing sbous soy-

He bad produced a boffle eontaining some
very strong salt, and was applvine it to the
unconseions man's nostrils. The Waaderer
paid no attention to his irritable tamper and
stood looking on. A long time passed, and
yet the Moravian gave no further signs of
consciousness.

*It is clear that be eannot slay hre, if he
is to be seriously ill,"" the Wund.rer said.

Biodering you, I believe.”

lowiag Tueal Kalks to die, thotgh the
allowing to
Wanderer half believed that he mnﬂ
be could oot imagine what that imterest
might be. The little man was ia reality om
tue tragk of an experiment, and he keew
very well that so long as he was so narrowly
watched it would be quite f-p.-lhlobiz
1. Iaspite of his sneers at his companion
ign rance, he was aware thatthe latier koo W
enoigh to make every efiort condueive to re-
v ving the patisnt, if left to bimself, snd be
subm.tted with a bad grace to doing what
ue would rather have loft undone.

e would bave wished to let the Same

VNORNA ENTERED THE ROOM.

“And 1§ Is equally clear that he eannet be
taken away,” retorted Kavork.
« “You seem to be in & very eombative
frame of mind,” the other answerad, ntting
down and looking st his watoh, “If you
eannot recaive him, he ought to be brought
to more comforiable quarters for the night."”

“In his present condition—of sourse,
said Keyork with a sneer, .

“Do you thisk he would be ia daager on
the way?"

"“Y never think—I kunow,” snarled the

sage,
The Wanderer showed & slight surpriseat )

the roughness of the answer, but sald noth-
ing, contenting himself with watching the
proceedings keenly. He was. by oo means
past suspecting that Keyork might apply
some medicine the very reverse of reviving
if left to himwelf., For the present there
seemed to be no danger. The pungent smell
of salts of ammonia pervaded the place; but
the Wanderer knew that Keyork had s bot-
tle of ether in the pocket of his coat, and he
rightly judged that a very little of that
would put an.end to the lifo that was hang-
ing in the balance, Nearly hall am hour
passed before either spoke again, Then
Keyork looked uap. This time hin voice was
smooth and persussive. His irritabality
bad all disappeared.

“You must be tired,” he said. “Why do

you not go home? Or elss go to my house

of lifs wink yet lower befors making it
brighten again, for he had with him a prep-
aration which be bad besa earrying in his
pocket tor months in the hopes of seeldent.
ally bappening upoa just such = cass as the
present, and he longed for an oppertuaity of
trving it. But to give it a fair trial, he
wished to apply 1t at the precise point
when, acoording to all previous ex-
perience, the moment of death was past, the
moment when the physicisn ossally
uts his wateh in his lrdn and
onks about for his hat. Possibly if Kafka,
beine left without any assistance, had shown
no further signs of sinking, Keyork, wounld
have helped bim to siok a listle lower. To
produce Lbis much-desired result, he had
nothing with him but the ether, of which
the Wunderer, of course, knew the smell,
and understood the effects. He saw the
chances of making the sxperiment upon an
excellent subject slippiog away before his
eyes, aud he grew more angry ia proportioa
as they seemed farthor removed.
J'He is a little better,” he said, discsn-
tentedly, after another Jong interval of
silence, The Wanderer bent down and saw
the evelids were quivering, asd thas the fice
was lesa deathly livid than bafore., Then
the eyes opened and stared dreamily at the
glass roaf.
“And I will,” said the faint, weak voles,

a8 though sompleting a sentence.
"I think not,” said Keyork, as though
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